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A WARNING

Read Instruction Manual thoroughly before use and
follow all safety precautions — improper use can cause
serious or fatal injury.

A ADVERTENCIA

Antes de usar la maquina lea y siga todas las precauciones
de seguridad dadas en el manual de instrucciones — el uso
incorrecto puede causar lesiones graves o mortales.
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1 Introduction

Thank you for your purchase. The information
contained in this manual will help you receive
maximum performance and satisfaction from
your trimmer and, if followed, reduce the risk of
injury from its use.

SAVE THIS MANUAL!

Because a trimmer is a high-

speed cutting tool, special safety
precautions must be observed to
reduce the risk of personal injury.

Read this instruction manual thor-
oughly before use and periodically
thereafter. Follow all safety pre-
cautions. Careless or improper
use of the trimmer can cause seri-
ous or fatal injury.

Do not lend or rent the trimmer without this
instruction manual. Allow only persons who fully
understand the information in this manual to
operate the trimmer.

For further information, or if you do not under-
stand any of the instructions in this manual,
please go to www.stihlusa.comor contact your
authorized STIHL servicing dealer.

2  Guide to Using this Manual
2.1 Signal Words

This manual contains safety information that
requires your special attention. Such information
is introduced with the following symbols and sig-
nal words:

A DANGER

® |ndicates a hazardous situation which, if not
avoided, will result in death or serious injury.

A WARNING

® |ndicates a hazardous situation which, if not
avoided, could result in death or serious injury.

NOTICE

® |ndicates a risk of property damage, including
damage to the machine or its individual com-
ponents.

22 Symbols in Text

The following symbol is included to assist you
with the use of the manual:

Refers to a designated chapter or sub-
(]

chapter in this instruction manual.
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3 Main Parts

3 Main Parts
3.1 Trimmer, Battery and Charger

0000105666_001

1 Battery Compartment
Holds the battery.

2 Control Handle
Handle for the operator's rear hand.
3 Ergo-Lever
Holds the retaining latch in the unlocked posi-
tion.
4 Carrying Ring
For connecting a harness to the trimmer.
5 Loop Handle
Handle for the operator's front hand.
6 Clamping Nut
For adjusting the length of the drive tube and
converting the trimmer for edging.
7 Drive Tube
Trimmer shaft.

8 Bump Guard

Limits the cutting range of the mowing line.
9 Star Knob

Tightens the loop handle in position.
10 Retaining Latch

Locks/unlocks the trigger switch.

11 Trigger Switch
Switches the motor on and off.
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12 Locking Lever
Secures the battery in the battery compart-
ment.
13 Charger LED
Indicates the operating status of the charger.
14 Plug
Connects the power supply cord to an electri-
cal outlet.
15 Power Supply Cord
Supplies the charger with electricity when
plugged into an electrical outlet.
16 Charger
Charges the battery.
17 Battery
Supplies electrical power to the motor.
18 Battery LEDs
Indicate the battery's state of charge and dis-
play error messages regarding potential mal-
functions in the battery or power tool.
19 Push Button
Activates the battery's LEDs.

# Rating Plate
Contains electrical information and the pro-
duct's serial number.

3.2 Mowing Head, Cutting Attach-
ments and Deflector

0000105667_001

1 Line Limiting Blade
Metal blade on the deflector that trims the
nylon mowing line to the proper length.

2 Mowing Head
Mowing head for mounting cutting attach-
ment.

3 Fan Wheel
Designed to cool the electric motor.

4 Deflector
Designed to reduce the risk of injury from
thrown objects and contact with the cutting
attachment.
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The FSA 50 is sold with an AutoCut mowing
head and appropriate deflector. Other items are
available as accessories.

4  Safety Symbols on the
Products

4.1 Trimmer, Battery and Charger

The following safety symbols are found on the
trimmer, battery and/or charger:

To reduce the risk of injury, follow
the specified safety precautions.

Read and follow all safety precau-
tions in the instruction manual.
Improper use can lead to serious
or fatal personal injury or property
damage.

To reduce the risk of eye injury,
always wear proper eye protec-
tion, (1 6.3.

To reduce the risk of personal
injury from thrown objects, inspect
the work area and remove stones,
glass, pieces of metal and other
objects that could be thrown by
the cutting attachment. £ 6.5.4.
~ 15m (50ft) To reduce the risk of per-
@ objects, keep bystanders
at least 50 ft. (15 m) away,
6.5.4.
property damage from unintended
activation, remove the battery any
time the trimmer is not in use, 4

sonal injury from thrown
To reduce the risk of injury or
6.5.

>@ 0P

o

=il

To reduce the risk of electric
shock, do not expose the trimmer
to rain, water or excessive mois-
ture. Store it indoors. If it is
exposed to rain or very damp con-
ditions, take it to your authorized
STIHL servicing dealer before fur-
ther operation, 1 6.4.

To reduce the risk of personal
injury or property damage from
fire or electric shock, keep the
charger dry. Protect it from rain,
water, liquids and damp condi-
tions. For indoor use only, (1 8.

0 OD

N

4 Safety Symbols on the Products

Never use metal blades on
this trimmer, L1 6.5.4.

To reduce the risk of personal
injury or property damage from
fire, explosion or burns, including
chemical burns, do not disassem-
ble, crush, drop, damage or heat
the battery above 212 °F
(100 °C). Never expose it to fire
or incinerate, B2 7.
To reduce the risk of personal
injury or property damage from a
short circuit, fire or explosion,
keep the battery dry. Protect it
from rain, water, liquids and damp
conditions. Never immerse the
Sttery in water or other liquids,

7.

5 General Power Tool Safety
Warnings and Instructions

5.1 Introduction

This chapter contains the prescribed general
safety warnings and instructions specified in the
UL 62841 / CAN/CSA-C22.2 No. 62841 standard
for handheld, motor-operated electric power
tools.

STIHL is obliged to publish these texts.

The safety precautions and warnings on avoiding
an electric shock given under “Electrical Safety”
do not apply to STIHL cordless products.

Additional important warnings and instructions
are provided in subsequent chapters of this man-
ual.

A WARNING

m Read all safety warnings, instructions, illustra-
tions and specifications provided with this
power tool. Failure to follow all instructions lis-
ted below may result in electric shock, fire
and/or serious injury.

= Save all warnings and instructions for future
reference.

The term "power tool" in the warnings refers to
your mains-operated (corded) power tool or bat-
tery-operated (cordless) power tool.

5.2 Work Area Safety
a) Keep work area clean and well lit. Cluttered
or dark areas invite accidents.

0458-070-8601-A



5 General Power Tool Safety Warnings and Instructions

b)

c)

5.3

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

5.4

a)

b)

Do not operate power tools in explosive
atmospheres, such as in the presence of
flammable liquids, gases or dust. Power
tools create sparks which may ignite the dust
or fumes.

Keep children and bystanders away while
operating a power tool. Distractions can
cause you to lose control.

Electrical Safety
Power tool plugs must match the outlet.
Never modify the plug in any way. Do not
use any adapter plugs with earthed (groun-
ded) power tools. Unmodified plugs and
matching outlets will reduce the risk of elec-
tric shock.

Avoid body contact with earthed or grounded
surfaces, such as pipes, radiators, ranges
and refrigerators. There is an increased risk
of electric shock if your body is earthed or
grounded.

Do not expose power tools to rain or wet
conditions. Water entering a power tool will
increase the risk of electric shock.

Do not abuse the cord. Never use the cord
for carrying, pulling or unplugging the power
tool. Keep cord away from heat, oil, sharp
edges or moving parts. Damaged or entan-
gled cords increase the risk of electric shock.

When operating a power tool outdoors, use
an extension cord suitable for outdoor use.
Use of a cord suitable for outdoor use
reduces the risk of electric shock.

If operating a power tool in a damp location
is unavoidable, use a residual current device
(RCD) or ground fault circuit interruptor
(GFCI) protected supply. Use of an RCD or
GFCI reduces the risk of electric shock.

Personal Safety
Stay alert, watch what you are doing and use
common sense when operating a power tool.
Do not use a power tool while you are tired
or under the influence of drugs, alcohol or
medication. A moment of inattention while
operating power tools may result in serious
personal injury.

Use personal protective equipment. Always
wear eye protection. Protective equipment
such as dust mask, non-skid safety shoes,
hard hat, or hearing protection used for
appropriate conditions will reduce personal
injuries.
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Prevent unintentional starting. Ensure the
switch is in the off-position before connecting
to power source and/or battery pack, picking
up or carrying the tool. Carrying power tools
with your finger on the switch or energizing
power tools that have the switch on invites
accidents.

Remove any adjusting key or wrench before
turning the power tool on. A wrench or a key
left attached to a rotating part of the power
tool may result in personal injury.

Do not overreach. Keep proper footing and
balance at all times. This enables better con-
trol of the power tool in unexpected situa-
tions.

Dress properly. Do not wear loose clothing or
jewellery. Keep your hair and clothing away
from moving parts. Loose clothes, jewellery
or long hair can be caught in moving parts.

If devices are provided for the connection of
dust extraction and collection facilities,
ensure these are connected and properly
used. Use of dust collection can reduce dust-
related hazards.

Do not let familiarity gained from frequent
use of tools allow you to become complacent
and ignore tool safety principles. A careless
action can cause severe injury within a frac-
tion of a second.

Power Tool Use and Care
Do not force the power tool. Use the correct
power tool for your application. The correct
power tool will do the job better and safer at
the rate for which it was designed.

Do not use the power tool if the switch does
not turn it on and off. Any power tool that
cannot be controlled with the switch is dan-
gerous and must be repaired.

Disconnect the plug from the power source
and/or remove the battery pack, if detacha-
ble, from the power tool before making any
adjustments, changing accessories, or stor-
ing power tools. Such preventive safety
measures reduce the risk of starting the
power tool accidentally.

Store idle power tools out of the reach of
children and do not allow persons unfamiliar
with the power tool or these instructions to
operate the power tool. Power tools are dan-
gerous in the hands of untrained users.

Maintain power tools and accessories.
Check for misalignment or binding of moving

5



English

9)

h)

5.6

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

g)

parts, breakage of parts and any other condi-
tion that may affect the power tool's opera-
tion. If damaged, have the power tool
repaired before use. Many accidents are
caused by poorly maintained power tools.

Keep cutting tools sharp and clean. Properly
maintained cutting tools with sharp cutting
edges are less likely to bind and are easier
to control.

Use the power tool, accessories and tool bits
etc. in accordance with these instructions,
taking into account the working conditions
and the work to be performed. Use of the
power tool for operations different from those
intended could result in a hazardous situa-
tion.

Keep handles and grasping surfaces dry,
clean and free from oil and grease. Slippery
handles and grasping surfaces do not allow
for safe handling and control of the tool in
unexpected situations.

Battery Tool Use and Care
Recharge only with the charger specified by
the manufacturer. A charger that is suitable
for one type of battery pack may create a risk
of fire when used with another battery pack.

Use power tools only with specifically desig-
nated battery packs. Use of any other battery
packs may create a risk of injury and fire.

When battery pack is not in use, keep it
away from other metal objects, like paper
clips, coins, keys, nails, screws or other
small metal objects that can make a connec-
tion from one terminal to another. Shorting
the battery terminals together may cause
burns or a fire.

Under abusive conditions, liquid may be
ejected from the battery; avoid contact. If
contact accidentally occurs, flush with water.
If liquid contacts eyes, additionally seek
medical help. Liquid ejected from the battery
may cause irritation or burns.

Do not use a battery pack or tool that is dam-
aged or madified. Damaged or modified bat-
teries may exhibit unpredictable behaviour
resulting in fire/explosion or risk of injury.

Do not expose a battery pack or tool to fire or
excessive temperature. Exposure to fire or
temperatures above 130 °C / 265 °F may
cause explosion.

Follow all charging instructions and do not
charge the battery pack or tool outside the

5 General Power Tool Safety Warnings and Instructions

temperature range specified in the instruc-
tions. Charging improperly or at tempera-
tures outside the specified range may dam-
age the battery and increase the risk of fire.

5.7 Service

a) Have your power tool serviced by a qualified
repair person using only identical replace-
ment parts. This will ensure that the safety of
the power tool is maintained.

b) Never service damaged battery packs. Serv-
ice of battery packs should only be per-
formed by the manufacturer or authorized
service provider.

5.8 Grass Trimmer, Brush Cutter
and Brush Saw Safety Warn-
ings

a) Do not use the machine in bad weather con-

ditions, especially when there is a risk of
lightning. This increases the risk of being
struck by lightning.

b) Thoroughly inspect the area for wildlife
where the machine is to be used. Wildlife
may be injured by the machine during opera-
tion.

c) Thoroughly inspect the area where the
machine is to be used and remove all
stones, sticks, wires, bones, and other for-
eign objects. Thrown objects can cause per-
sonal injury.

d) Before using the machine, always visually
inspect to see that the cutter or blade and
the cutter or blade assembly are not dam-
aged. Damaged parts increase the risk of
injury.

e) Follow instructions for changing accessories.
Improperly tightened blade security nuts or
bolts may either damage the blade or result
in it becoming detached.

f) The rated rotational speed of the blade must
be at least equal to the maximum rotational
speed marked on the machine. Blades run-
ning faster than their rated rotational speed
can break and fly apart.

g) Wear eye, ear, head and hand protection.
Adequate protective equipment will reduce
personal injury by flying debris or accidental
contact with the cutting line or blade.

h) While operating the machine, always wear
non-slip and protective footwear. Do not
operate the machine when barefoot or wear-

0458-070-8601-A
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ing open sandals. This reduces the chance
of injury to the feet from contact with the
moving cutters or lines.

While operating the machine, always wear
safety footwear. Do not operate the machine
when barefoot or wearing open sandals. This
reduces the chance of injury to the feet from
contact with a moving cutter, line or blade.

While operating the machine, always wear
long trousers. Exposed skin increases the
likelihood of injury from thrown objects.

Keep bystanders away while operating the
machine. Thrown debris can result in serious
personal injury.

Always use two hands when operating the
machine. Holding the machine with both
hands will avoid loss of control.

Hold the machine by insulated gripping sur-
faces only, because the cutting line or blade
may contact hidden wiring or its own cord..
Cutting line or blades contacting a “live” wire
may make exposed metal parts of the
machine “live” and could give the operator an
electric shock.

Always keep proper footing and operate the
machine only when standing on the ground.
Slippery or unstable surfaces may cause a
loss of balance or control of the machine.

Do not operate the machine on excessively
steep slopes. This reduces the risk of loss of
control, slipping and falling which may result
in personal injury.

When working on slopes, always be sure of
your footing, always work across the face of
slopes, never up or down and exercise
extreme caution when changing direction.
This reduces the risk of loss of control, slip-
ping and falling which may result in personal
injury.

Keep all parts of the body away from the cut-
ter, line or blade when the machine is operat-
ing. Before you start the machine, make sure
the cutter, line or blade is not contacting any-
thing. A moment of inattention while operat-
ing the machine may result in injury to your-
self or others.

Do not operate the machine above waist
height. This helps prevent unintended cutter
or blade contact and enables better control
of the machine in unexpected situations.

When cutting brush or saplings that are
under tension, be alert for spring back. When

0458-070-8601-A

t)

u)

5.9

a)

b)

d)

English

the tension in the wood fibres is released,
the brush or sapling may strike the operator
and/or throw the machine out of control.

Use extreme caution when cutting brush and
saplings. The slender material may catch the
blade and be whipped toward you or pull you
off balance.

Maintain control of the machine and do not
touch cutters, lines or blades and other haz-
ardous moving parts while they are still in
motion. This reduces the risk of injury from
moving parts.

Carry the machine with the machine
switched off and away from your body.
Proper handling of the machine will reduce
the likelihood of accidental contact with a
moving cutter, line or blade.

When transporting or storing the machine,
always fit the cover on metal blades. Proper
handling of the machine will reduce the likeli-
hood of accidental contact with the blade.

Only use replacement cutters, lines, cutting
heads and blades specified by the manufac-
turer. Incorrect replacement parts may
increase the risk of breakage and injury.

When clearing jammed material or servicing
the machine, make sure the switch is off and
the battery pack is removed. Unexpected
starting of the machine while clearing jam-
med material or servicing may result in seri-
ous personal injury.

Lawn Trimmer and Lawn Edge

Trimmer Safety Warnings
Do not use the machine in bad weather con-
ditions, especially when there is a risk of
lightning. This increases the risk of being
struck by lightning.

Thoroughly inspect the area for wildlife
where the machine is to be used. Wildlife
may be injured by the machine during opera-
tion.

Thoroughly inspect the area where the
machine is to be used and remove all
stones, sticks, wires, bones, and other for-
eign objects. Thrown objects can cause per-
sonal injury.

Before using the machine, always visually
inspect to see that the cutter and the cutter
assembly are not damaged. Damaged parts
increase the risk of injury.
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Before use, check the supply cord and any
extension cord for signs of damage or aging.
Do not use the machine if the cord is dam-
aged or worn. If the cord is damaged or worn
during use, switch off the machine and do
not touch the cord before disconnecting it
from the supply. A damaged supply cord or
extension cord may result in electric shock,
fire and/or serious injury.

Check the grass collector frequently for wear
or deterioration. A worn or damaged grass
collector may increase the risk of personal
injury.

Keep guards in place. Guards must be in
working order and be properly mounted. A
guard that is loose, damaged, or is not func-
tioning correctly may result in personal injury.

Keep all cooling air inlets clear of debris.
Blocked air inlets and debris may result in
overheating or risk of fire.

Wear eye protection and ear protection. Ade-
quate protective equipment will reduce per-
sonal injury.

While operating the machine, always wear
non-slip and protective footwear. Do not
operate the machine when barefoot or wear-
ing open sandals. This reduces the chance
of injury to the feet from contact with the
moving cutters.

Always wear clothing such as trousers that
covers the operator's legs while operating
the machine. Contact with the moving cutter
or line may cause injury.

Keep bystanders away while operating the
machine. Thrown debris can result in serious
personal injury.

Do not operate the machine above waist
height. This helps prevent unintended cutter
contact and enables better control of the
machine in unexpected situations.

Exercise caution when operating the
machine in wet grass. Walk, never run. This
reduces the risk of slipping and falling which
may result in personal injury.

Do not operate the machine on excessively
steep slopes. This reduces the risk of loss of
control, slipping and falling which may result
in personal injury.

When working on slopes, always be sure of
your footing, always work across the face of
slopes, never up or down and exercise
extreme caution when changing direction.

a)

r)

t)

6

6.

6 IMPORTANT SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS

This reduces the risk of loss of control, slip-
ping and falling which may result in personal
injury.

Keep all power cords and cables away from
cutting area. Power cords or cables may be
hidden in hedges or bushes and can be acci-
dentally cut or damaged by the line or cutter.

Keep all parts of the body away from the
moving cutter or line. Do not clear material
from the machine until it has been discon-
nected from the power source. The moving
trimmer cutter or line may result in serious
personal injury.

Carry the machine with the machine
switched off and away from your body.
Proper handling of the machine will reduce
the likelihood of accidental contact with a
moving trimmer cutter or line.

Only use replacement cutting heads and
trimmer cutters or lines specified by the man-
ufacturer. Do not replace the trimmer cutters
or lines with metal wires or blades. Incorrect
replacement parts may cause loss of control,
breakage and injury.

IMPORTANT SAFETY
INSTRUCTIONS

1 Intended Use

A WARNING

® This trimmer is designed for light-duty cutting
of grass and similar material in yards and gar-
dens around the home. Use of the trimmer for
operations different than intended could result
in serious injury or death.

—Use the trimmer only for light-duty trim-
ming tasks around the home and garden.

—Cut grass and similar material only. Do
not use the trimmer for cutting brush,
shrubs, bushes or other types of heavy
vegetation.

Improper use could result in personal injury or
property damage, including damage to the
trimmer.

—Use the trimmer, battery and charger only
as described in this manual.

—Never attempt to modify or override the
trimmer's controls or safety devices in any
way.

—Never use a trimmer that has been modi-
fied or altered from its original design.

® The STIHL AK series battery is designed for

use only with compatible STIHL power tools

0458-070-8601-A



6 IMPORTANT SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS

and may be charged only with a STIHL AL
101, AL 301, AL 500 or AL 501 charger.

6.2 Operator
A WARNING

m \Working with the power tool can be strenuous.

The operator must be in good physical condi-
tion and mental health. To reduce the risk of
personal injury:

—Check with your doctor before using the
power tool if you have any health condi-
tion that may be aggravated by strenuous
work.

—Do not operate the power tool while under
the influence of any substance (drug,
alcohol or medication, etc.) that might
impair vision, balance, dexterity or judg-
ment.

—Be alert. Do not operate the power tool
when you are tired. Take a break if you
become tired.

—Do not permit minors to use the power
tool.

m According to STIHL's current knowledge, the
electric motor of this power tool should not
interfere with a pacemaker.

—However, persons with a pacemaker or
other implanted medical device should
consult their physician and device manu-
facturer before operating the power tool.

6.3 Personal Protective Equipment

A WARNING

® Even a properly installed and adjusted deflec-
tor may not protect the operator from all for-
eign objects thrown or flung by the cutting
attachment. Thrown objects may also ricochet
and strike the operator. To reduce the risk of
personal injury:

—Always wear proper clothing and protec-
tive apparel, including proper eye protec-
tion.

m | oss of control and severe cut injuries may
result if hair, clothing or apparel make contact
with the moving cutting attachment or other-
wise become entangled in the components of
the trimmer. To reduce the risk of severe per-
sonal injury:

— Wear sturdy and snug-fit-
ting clothing that also
allows complete freedom
of movement.

— Wear overalls or long
pants made of heavy
material to help protect

0458-070-8601-A
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your legs. Do not wear
shorts.

—Avoid loose-fitting jackets, scarves, neck-
ties, flared or cuffed pants, jewelry and
any other apparel that could be caught on
branches, brush or the moving cutting
attachment.

—Secure hair above shoulder level before
starting work.

® To reduce the risk of eye injury:

— Always wear goggles or
close-fitting protective
glasses with adequate
side protection that are
impact-rated and marked
as complying with ANSI
Z87 "+".

—If there is a risk of facial injury, STIHL rec-
ommends that you also wear a face shield
or face screen over your goggles or pro-
tective glasses.

® To reduce the risk of head injury:

—Wear an approved protective helmet
when there is a risk of head injury.

® Good footing is very important. To help main-
tain a secure footing and reduce the risk of
injury while working:

— Wear substantial footwear

with non-slip soles. Do not
wear sandals, flip-flops,

= To improve your grip and help protect your

hands:

open-toed or similar foot-
wear.

— Always wear heavy-duty
non-slip work gloves
made of leather or another
wear-resistant material
when handling the trim-
mer.

6.4 Trimmer
— Do not expose the trimmer
o to rain, water or excessive
% moisture.
— Store the trimmer indoors.
m |f the moving cutting attachment contacts you,
it will result in serious laceration injuries. To

— Never immerse the trim-
mer in water or other lig-

reduce the risk of such injuries:
—Keep hands, feet and other parts of your

® To reduce the risk of electric shock:
uids.
body away from the cutting attachment.
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—Never touch the moving cutting attach-
ment with your hand or any other part of
your body.

—Never operate the trimmer with a dam-
aged or missing deflector.

® To reduce the risk of personal injury to the
operator and bystanders from blade or line
contact and thrown objects:

— Make sure your unit is
equipped with the proper
deflector for the type of

cutting attachment being
used. Keep the deflector
properly adjusted at all
times.

—Use of some cutting attachments will
require you to change the deflector. See
chapter d 26.1 of this manual for
approved cutting attachment and deflector
configurations.

m This battery-powered trimmer is intended only

for light-duty garden and landscape mainte-

nance around the home. Use for other purpo-
ses may increase the risk of personal injury
and property damage.

—Cut grass and similar material only. Do
not use the trimmer for cutting brush,
shrubs, bushes or other types of heavy
vegetation.

—Read and follow the operating instructions
in this manual for approved applications,
1 18.

To reduce the risk of personal injury to the

operator and bystanders:

— Always release the trigger
switch and remove the
battery before assembling,
transporting, adjusting,
inspecting, cleaning, serv-
icing, maintaining or stor-
ing the trimmer, and any
other time it is not in use.

—Never leave the power tool unattended
when the battery is inserted.

m Although certain unauthorized attachments
may fit your STIHL trimmer, their use may be
extremely dangerous. Only attachments sup-
plied by STIHL or expressly approved by
STIHL for use with this specific model are rec-
ommended.

—Use only attachments supplied or
expressly approved by STIHL.

—Never attempt to mount a metal blade for
use on the trimmer.

—Never modify this trimmer in any way.
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—Never attempt to modify or override the
trimmer's controls or safety devices in any
way.

—Never use a trimmer that has been modi-
fied or altered from its original design.

m [f the trimmer is dropped or subjected to simi-
lar heavy impacts:

—Check that it is undamaged, in good con-
dition and functioning properly before con-
tinuing work.

—Check that the controls and safety devi-
ces are working properly.

—Check the LEDs for error messages, [
12.1.2.

—Check that the battery has not been dam-
aged. Never use or charge a malfunction-
ing, damaged, cracked, leaking or
deformed battery.

—Never work with a damaged or malfunc-
tioning trimmer. In case of doubt, have the
trimmer checked by your authorized
STIHL servicing dealer.

m |f the trimmer or battery is damaged, not work-
ing properly, has been left outdoors and
exposed to rain or damp conditions, or drop-
ped into water or other liquid, its components
may no longer function properly and safety
devices may be inoperative. To reduce the risk
of personal injury and property damage:

—Take the trimmer and battery to your
authorized STIHL servicing dealer to be
checked before further operation.

® Genuine STIHL replacement parts are specifi-
cally designed to match your trimmer and
meet safety and performance requirements.
Use of parts that are not authorized or
approved by STIHL may cause serious or fatal
injury or property damage.

—STIHL recommends that only identical
STIHL replacement parts be used.

6.5 Using the Trimmer
6.5.1 Before Operation

A WARNING

® Misuse or unauthorized use may result in per-
sonal injury and property damage.
—Use the trimmer only as described in this
instruction manual.
m For proper assembly of the cutting attachment,
deflector and handle:
—Read and follow the instructions on
mounting the cutting attachment, deflector
and handle, [ 13.
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m The cutting attachment and deflector must be
an approved combination. Before replacing:

—Read and follow the instructions on
selecting the proper cutting attachment
and deflector, (1 26.1.

m The cutting attachment must be properly
installed and tightened before starting work.
Failure to use the proper parts to mount the
cutting attachment may cause the head to fly
off and seriously injure the operator or
bystanders.

—Never mount a cutting attachment to the
trimmer without the proper installation of
all required parts (e.g., nuts, screws,
thrust washer, thrust plate, etc.).

—Before starting work, inspect for loose
parts (nuts, screws, etc.) and for cracked
or damaged heads. Ensure the mowing
head is tightened firmly.

—Replace damaged or worn out heads
before using the power tool.

m Using only the approved combination of cut-
ting attachment and deflector is extremely
important to maximize cutting performance
and reduce the risk of personal injury from
thrown objects or contact with the cutting
attachment:

—To reduce the risk of serious injury, never
use wire or metal-reinforced line or other
material in place of the recommended
nylon cutting line. Pieces of wire could
break off and be thrown at high speed
toward the operator or bystanders.

m Using a trimmer that is modified, damaged,
improperly adjusted or not completely and
securely assembled can lead to a malfunction
and increase the risk of serious personal injury
or death.

—Never operate a trimmer that is modified,
damaged, improperly maintained or not
completely and securely assembl