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Entering your vehicle
Remote Control
A world of control in the palm of your
hand.
The remote control has several useful func‐
tions:

1 Unlocking: Press to unlock driver’s door.
Press again to unlock all doors.*
Also: Press and hold to open windows and
moonroof.

2 Locking: Press to lock. Press twice in quick
succession in order to deactivate interior
motion detector, the red indicator on the
interior mirror will become solid for several
seconds.

3 Trunk: Hold one second to open.
4 Panic mode: Hold three seconds to sound.

* Unless programmed to open all doors
with one press.

Note: Each remote also stores many pre‐
ferred settings, such as seat/mirror posi‐

tion, climate, radio stations, etc., so be sure to
use your personal remote. For proper opera‐
tion, keep remote control and mobile phone
apart. Do not lock vehicle using remote when
people are inside.◀

Central Locking
Lock/unlock the entire vehicle with
one press.
Lock and unlock all doors and the trunk using
these buttons, conveniently located on the
front doors by the armrest.

▷ Locking: Press    to lock all doors and
trunk.

▷ Unlocking: Press    to unlock all doors
and trunk.

Note: When button is used to lock vehi‐
cle, fuel filler flap remains unlocked and

alarm system is not armed.◀

Comfort Access
Making keys (almost) obsolete.
Unlock and lock the vehicle doors and trunk
without using the remote control – simply keep
it inside a pocket or purse.
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1 Unlocking: Grab the door handle and pull.
2 Locking: Touch the ridged area on the han‐

dle for one second.

Tip: You can close windows and moonroof by
keeping your finger on the ridged area.

Note: Remote control can still be used.
For proper operation, keep remote con‐

trol and mobile phone apart.◀

Trunk
A helping hand when yours are full.
There are many ways to open the trunk, in‐
cluding hands-free – convenient if your arms
are loaded with bags.

▷ Using Comfort Access (if equipped): Stand
in the middle of the rear license plate and
move your foot under the rear bumper in
and out in one quick movement. The turn
signals will flash and the trunk will open.

▷ Using the key fob to open: Press   
until the trunk lid opens.

▷ On the trunk lid: Press button (see arrow).
▷ From inside: Press    in the driver’s

door pocket area.

To close (if equipped with power trunk-lid):
▷ Using comfort access: Repeat the kicking

motion to close.

▷ Buttons in trunk:
1: Closes trunk lid but does not lock vehi‐
cle.
2: Closes trunk lid and locks entire vehicle .

From inside: Pull    lever in the driver’s
door pocket area toward you until trunk is
closed completely. (For safety reasons, you
have to hold button.)
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Note: Be careful to stand back when
trunk lid opens. Be sure to keep the key

fob on you – not locked in your vehicle. For
proper operation, keep key fob and mobile
phone apart.◀
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Adjusting and controlling
Seats Controls with Touch
Preview
World-class comfort (if equipped).
Your power seats can easily be adjusted to of‐
fer comfortable support. Simply use the con‐
trols along the outside edge of your seat bot‐
tom to achieve the perfect position – then use
one of the seat memory buttons located on the
door to store your settings.

1 Backrest width: Press forward/rearward to
adjust backrest wings in/out.

2 Seat position: Keeping button horizontal to
the ground, slide button forward/rearward
to move seat accordingly, and up/down to
raise/lower seat. Move forward side of but‐
ton up/down to tilt seat front up/down.

3 Backrest adjustment: Tilt top of the button
forward/rearward to tilt backrest accord‐
ingly.

4 Lumbar support: Press forward/rearward to
increase/decrease back support curve;
press top/bottom to raise/lower the vertical
position of the support curve.

Note: Touch the buttons gently to see
available setting options on the iDrive

display. The pop-up closes after five seconds.
You can deactivate the preview display in the
seat settings menu.◀

We’ll save your seat.

Adjust the seat, steering wheel and the outside
mirrors, then:

1. Press SET located on the door, which
turns on the LED.

2. Press memory button 1 or 2. When the
LED disappears and a confirmation signal
sounds, your settings are stored on that
button.

Note: Memory buttons do not store lum‐
bar support settings.◀

Recalling saved seating position –
three routes to comfort.
Your preferred seating, steering wheel position
and mirror positions can be recalled three dif‐
ferent ways.
By using your personal key fob:
▷ Each key fob stores the last driver’s set‐

tings and automatically returns the seat
and exterior mirrors to those positions. Be‐
fore doing so, you need to select “Last
seat position automatic” via the iDrive un‐
der “My Vehicle” > “Driver Profiles” then
select the current or other driver.

By using your memory button (1 or 2, wherever
your seat settings are stored):
▷ While parked: When the engine is not run‐

ning, briefly press your memory button.
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Note: Using the memory function while
driving can lead to unexpected seat or

steering wheel movements. Vehicle control
could be lost. There is a risk of an accident.
Only retrieve the Controls Settings memory
function when the vehicle is stationary.◀

Lights
See and be seen.
The lights can be adjusted with the button
panel to the left of the steering wheel.

Tip: Keep the switch in the “Auto” position for
optimal lighting at all times.

Light switches include:

Front fog lights

Lights off
Daytime running lights

Parking lights

Automatic headlight control
Adaptive Light Control

Low beams

Instrument lighting

Right roadside parking light

Left roadside parking light

Wipers
Rain sensing ensures a clean sweep.
The windshield wiper stalk is at the three
o’clock position behind the steering wheel.
▷ Windshield washing: Pull the stalk toward

you to spray washer fluid, then release to
let wipers clean the windshield.

Automatic mode:
▷ Move stalk up to position 1. A green LED

on the stalk will indicate that the automatic
mode is active. The wiper speed adjusts
from off to maximum based on rain inten‐
sity.

▷ Use thumbwheel to adjust sensitivity.
Manual wiping:
▷ Single wipe: Press stalk down from posi‐

tion 0.
▷ Normal speed: Move stalk up to position 2,

move down to position 0 to turn off.
▷ High speed: Move stalk up to position 3 to

turn on; move down to position 2 to return
to normal speed, or to position 0 to turn off.
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Rear window washing:
▷ While the wipers are activated: Turn the

switch past the resistance point (arrow 2).
▷ When wipers are not activated: Turn the

switch as indicated (arrow 3).

Note: The stalk always returns to the de‐
fault position. In a car wash, be sure to

deactivate the rain sensor to avoid wiper dam‐
age.◀

Steering Wheel Adjustment
Adjust for total comfort.

1. Fold the lever down.
2. Move the steering wheel to the preferred

height and angle to suit your seating posi‐
tion.

3. Fold the lever back up.

Cruise Control
Give your foot a rest.
Cruise control can increase your fuel efficiency
and your comfort on long drives. The function
buttons are located on the left side of the
steering wheel.
Press    to activate cruise control. The cur‐
rent speed will be maintained. Press again to
turn cruise control off.
Rocker switch increases/decreases set speed:
▷ By 1 mph: move up/down to the point of

resistance.
▷ By 5 mph: move up/down past the point of

resistance.
Press RES/CNCL to resume set speed or to in‐
terrupt.
Press SET to set cruise control to current vehi‐
cle speed when cruise control is in standby.
If equipped with Active Cruise Control with
Stop & Go, it also uses radar to keep your pre‐
selected distance to the vehicle ahead and
bring your vehicle to a complete stop, if
needed — a useful feature in stop-and-go traf‐
fic. Also included is Collision Mitigation: if nec‐
essary, the brakes quickly engage.

Note: If you came to a complete stop for
more than five seconds, tip the throttle to

resume forward motion.◀

If your X3 is equipped with Active Lane Keep‐
ing Assistant:
▷ Press    to activate the assistant. This

feature keeps the vehicle in the lane as
long as you keep your hands on the steer‐
ing wheel and exterior conditions are met.

▷ Press    to adjust distance to vehicle
ahead. After smallest distance, the next
button press will adjust to the longest dis‐
tance.

Note: Braking interrupts set speeds.◀

Seite 11

Adjusting and controlling X3

11
Online Edition for Part no. 01402982654 - VI/2017



Note: Without Active Lane Keeping As‐
sistant equipped the buttons are slightly

different.◀

Phone Pairing
Connect wirelessly to your world.
To pair your mobile phone via Bluetooth®:

1. Press the    Connected Drive button to
the right of the seven memory buttons >
Select Manage Mobile devices > Connect
new device.
Then select one function.
Tip: Select “Bluetooth® audio” to use
phone as both media device and tele‐
phone.

2. Activate Bluetooth and search for your
BMW on your phone. The name of your X3
is displayed in iDrive.

3. Select your BMW on your mobile phone to
pair.

4. Both your phone and iDrive will display a
passkey. Confirm that the passkeys match,
then select “OK” on the iDrive to confirm
your phone.

5. Your phone should appear at the top of the
mobile phone list to confirm the pairing
was a success.

Tip: Sometimes new phones require a soft‐
ware update of your iDrive. If you experience
problems with your phone, check online for an
update: BMW.com/update. Have your Vehicle
Identification Number (VIN) handy (found in
your registration papers).
Tip: If you want to keep a call when exiting your
vehicle, click on the “Headset” option on your
phone to deactivate the link to the car.
Tip: If you enter the vehicle, the call will auto‐
matically continue via the hands-free system.

Note: To make sure your phone is com‐
patible, visit bmwusa.com/Bluetooth. For

further details, refer to your mobile phone
owner’s manual.◀

Climate Control
Inside it’s all about comfort.
Keep the cabin a comfortable temperature au‐
tomatically while you drive.

▷ To activate: Press the AUTO button and
select desired temperature.
The system will quickly achieve it by auto‐
matically controlling air flow, distribution
and temperature.

▷ To turn off: Press the “Lower fan speed”
symbol button until it is turned off.

▷ To cool vehicle quickly: Press the MAX A/C
button, which sets system to the lowest
temperature, maximum airflow and recircu‐
lated air mode. Keep engine running.

▷ To defrost the windshield: Press the MAX 
  button. You can adjust airflow.

▷ To defrost rear window: Press the    but‐
ton. The defroster will switch off automati‐
cally after a period of time.

▷ To keep outside odors or pollutants from
entering the car: Press the    button to
select mode.
▷ LED off: Outside air flows in.*
▷ LED on: Outside air is blocked from en‐

tering the vehicle.
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▷ At low temperatures: Recirculated air
mode turns off after a period of time to
keep windows from fogging.

*Permanent Automatic recirculation mode can
be activated in the iDrive menu. Select “Auto‐
matic air recirculation” under: My Vehicle > Ve‐
hicle settings > Climate functions > Air quality.
Whenever a sensor detects pollutants, it auto‐
matically blocks outside air. When no longer
detected, outside air flows in again.
Touch the SYNC button to keep the passen‐
ger-side temperature the same as the driver-
side setting.

Note: The side mirrors are always heated
when the engine runs and the vehicle is

not in ECO PRO.◀

iDrive
The best of both worlds.
The iDrive system can now be controlled in
two intuitive ways. You can use the familiar
iDrive Controller on the center console to con‐
trol many vehicle functions without having to
look down while driving. Or use the touch‐
screen for intuitive operation – similar to using
a tablet or smartphone. Everything you can se‐
lect using the controller can be accessed by
touch, and vice versa.

1 Touchscreen, positioned for easy use.
2 iDrive Controller can be rotated; slid left or

right, forward or backward; and pressed
down to make a selection. For address and

phone number input, you can use your fin‐
gertip to write letters or numbers directly
on the iDrive touchpad controller.

Note: You can switch between the iDrive
Controller and touch commands any‐

time. The keyboard layout will automatically
adjust to the preferred entry method as soon
as you touch the screen or use the iDrive Con‐
troller.◀

The buttons next to the iDrive Controller pro‐
vide shortcuts to different menus:

▷ MENU: Press once for Main menu; press
again to see a list of all menu items of the
main menu.

▷ MEDIA: Press once for Multimedia menu;
press again to see available media sources.

▷ NAV: Guides you directly to destination in‐
put menu.

▷ COM: Opens communication menu.
▷ MAP: Press once to open Navigation map;

press again to hear voice guidance instruc‐
tions.

▷ BACK: Press once for previous panel or
deleting letter/number input; press and
hold for menus used last.

▷ OPTION: Options menu.

To return to previous menus, choose one of
the following:
▷ Tilt the knob to the left (pressing down on

the middle of the virtual controller).
▷ Press BACK button.
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Programmable Memory
Buttons
Your entertainment. Your information.
Your way.
Use the seven programmable memory buttons
to store your favorite radio stations, iDrive
menu screens, phone numbers or navigation
destinations.

▷ To store information:
▷ Use iDrive to access and then highlight

the function or information to be
stored.

▷ Press one of the memory buttons for
more than two seconds until you hear a
confirmation signal.

▷ To access information: Press the memory
button. (For example, this will dial a phone
number.)

▷ To display button assignments and infor‐
mation: Touch button slightly with a bare
finger; the button assignment will appear at
the top edge of the iDrive screen.

The eighth button is a shortcut to
ConnectedDrive features.

To replace an entry, simply assign a new short‐
cut to the key.

Note: These settings are also stored in
the key fob currently in use.◀

Connectivity and Charging
Wired or wireless – it’s up to you.
Your new X3 offers various possibilities to con‐
nect and charge your mobile device.

Via USB:
USB ports are conveniently located in the cen‐
ter armrest and in front of the cupholders. Both
can be used to charge connected devices and
play music through them. Additionally, you
may play music stored on a USB thumb drive.
You can switch via iDrive through the con‐
nected media devices. Press the MEDIA but‐
ton twice to see a list of accessible devices.

Qi Wireless Charging (if equipped):
To use this feature your mobile phone needs
to fulfill the Qi standard for wireless inductive
charging either integrated within the device or
by an accessory case available via BMW Parts
& Accessories.
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The charging tray is located to the front of
driver and passanger cupholders. To charge:
Place your phone face up with its back to the
charging surface.

Tip: You can set an alert when your mobile
phone is still in the pocket and you are about to
exit the vehicle. Go to My Vehicle > iDrive set‐
tings > Wireless charging tray > Forgotten cell
phone alert.
Connect to the Wi-Fi hotspot:
When first used, make sure that the hotspot
feature is activated: Press the Connected Drive
button to the right of the seven memory but‐
tons > Select Manage Mobile devices > Con‐
nect new device > Settings > Internet hotspot
is checked. Connecting new devices is as easy
as in your home’s Wi-Fi network. To do so,
proceed as follows:
▷ Press the Connected Drive button to the

right of the seven memory buttons > Se‐
lect Manage Mobile devices > Connect
new device.> Internet hotspot. The name
and passkey of the network are shown.

▷ Activate Wi-Fi on your mobile phone and
search for networks.

▷ Connect to your car’s Wi-Fi by entering
and confirming the passkey.

Note: With the first Internet usage via the
WLAN hotspot, data must be purchased

from a service provider. All devices connected
via the WLAN hotspot use this data.◀

Check the Phone Pairing section for pairing a
mobile device via Bluetooth®.

Audio System
Now is the time to play favorites.
▷ Press MEDIA button on iDrive controller

twice to show a list of available entertain‐
ment sources.

▷ Starting from the Main menu select Media/
Radio to see the full list of all possible en‐
tertainment sources.

The list shows items for:
▷ Presets (Favorites list of FM, AM and SAT

radio stations).
▷ Currently and last connected devices via

Bluetooth®, USB, etc.
▷ Music collection (Imported music from

CDs and USB sticks on the internal hard
drive).

▷ CD/DVD.
▷ Apps (if a supported devices is connected,

see Phone pairing for instructions).
Store your favorite FM, AM and Satellite chan‐
nels in one Preset list for easy access.
To store a radio station:
▷ Select FM, AM or Satellite radio from the

list of media devices.
▷ Select the station you would like to save.
▷ Press the iDrive controller or touch the

save    symbol.
▷ Select a position for the station via the

controller or touch the desired position to
store the radio station in the Presets list.

Tip: While in Presets mode you can scroll
through your Presets list with the thumbwheel
on the right side of the steering wheel. This will
appear in either the Head-up Display or the in‐
strument cluster.
To select a station, press the thumbwheel.
Tip: Store your favorite station on a memory
button by highlighting it and pressing the but‐
ton until you hear a confirmation sound.
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Note: Your Preset and Button radio sta‐
tions are stored in your key fob. If you

use a different key fob, different Preset sta‐
tions will appear.◀

Apple CarPlay™*
CarPlay™ your way.

1. Navigate through iDrive to: My vehicle >
iDrive settings > Mobile devices > Connect
new device.

2. Select “Apple CarPlay™” to intiate Car‐
Play™ compatible device.

3. Activate Bluetooth and WiFi on your Car‐
Play™ compatible device and search for
your BMW. The name of your BMW is dis‐
played in iDrive.

4. Select your BMW on your mobile phone to
pair.

5. Both your phone and iDrive will display a
passkey. Confirm that the passkeys match,
then select “OK” on the iDrive to confirm
your phone.

6. Your phone should appear at the top of the
mobile device list to confirm the pairing
was a success. CarPlay™ is now accessi‐
ble wirelessly through the iDrive headunit.

Tip: You can utilize both touchscreen and
iDrive controller in order to intuitively navigate
through the CarPlay™ Menu.
*Apple CarPlay™ is a trademark of Apple Inc.
Apple® is responsible for all content and func‐
tionality displayed in the vehicle via Apple Car‐
Play™.
For information including device and system
compatibility, go to https://www.apple.com/ios/
carplay/.
For information on privacy and the use of vehi‐
cle data, go to http://apple.com/privacy/

privacy-policy/ or http://www.bmwusa.com/
Standard/Content/PrivacyPolicy/.

BMW Connected App
Your Personal Mobility Companion.

The BMW Connected App of‐
fers a whole new way to inter‐
face with your new BMW, in
and out of the car.
Download the "BMW Con‐
nected" App from the Apple
App Store or from Google Play.
App Highlights include:
▷ Send destinations to the

car from other apps, texts,
and web.

▷ Book a service appointment from your
smartphone.

▷ "Time-to-leave" notifications on your
smartphone or Apple Watch to keep you
on-time.

▷ Remotely lock/unlock the doors, flash the
lights, sound the horn, and start ventilation.

▷ Keep family and friends informed of your
arrival time when you're on the way.

▷ Simple access on a map to the last known
position of your BMW.

▷ Use the navigation function to find nearby
charging stations, and send their locations
directly to your vehicle.

▷ Set preconditioning, which automatically
cools the battery in warm weather and will
always ensure a comfortable cabin temper‐
ature before your next journey begins.

Take advantage of charging station “Time of
Use” rates with the Charge Control feature.
(When available from your utility provider,
these rates are typically lower than usual rates
and often require charging between certain
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hours. Check with your utility provider to see if
these are available.)

Navigation (if equipped)
The world is at your fingertips.
To enter a new destination:

1. Press the NAV button on the iDrive con‐
troller and select an input method:
▷ Select “Enter Address”. Enter the nec‐

essary information. As you enter more
information, the list of possible entries
narrows.

▷ Select “Quick Search” or “Points of In‐
terest” to find special destinations.

▷ Select “Recent destinations” to find
previously entered destinations.

2. Press the    button on your steering wheel
and say “Enter destination”. You can even
directly enter an address or point of inter‐
est through Voice Control. For details,
check the Voice Control section.

To access the map directly, use the MAP but‐
ton around the controller. You will see traffic
routes, obstructions, and a function bar for
personalizing how information is conveyed.
Also set the map view, scale, split screen (to
display additional information) and other func‐
tions, such as traffic bulletins and Advanced
Real Time Traffic Information (ARTTI) to help
avoid traffic jams.
Tip: If the Learn route feature in Navigation >
Settings > Route settings is activated, your X3
learns that you drive some routes differently
than suggested by the Navigation system to
adjust the calculated route.

Note: For more information, refer to the
“Navigation, Entertainment and Commu‐

nication. Owner’s Manual”.◀

Voice Control
Your word is BMW’s command.
The BMW Voice Control System understands
your spoken commands. It’s the best way to
control many functions, such as phone and
navigation, while keeping your eyes on the
road.
▷ To start: Press the    button on the steer‐

ing wheel. After you hear the activation,
speak at a constant pace. If further dialog
steps are necessary, the system will ask for
input. When the system displays the   
symbol (with sound waves) in the instru‐
ment cluster or iDrive display, it is ready for
your input.

Note: When    is displayed, the system
is processing and does not accept in‐

put.◀

Commonly used commands are displayed in a
pop-up at the top of the center display. Here
are some tips for the common commands ac‐
cessible from any menu:
▷ “Call John Smith on his mobile”.
▷ “Dial number”: After the system response,

say the number in single digits.
▷ “Call my wife/husband”: When first used,

the system will guide you through the
setup. There are many more shortcuts
possible, like mother, brother, boss, etc.

▷ “Drive me home”: After you have saved a
home address in the system, this handy
command will always lead you back home.
When first used, the system will ask you for
an address.

▷ “Navigate to 300 Chestnut Ridge Road,
Woodcliff Lake, New Jersey”: The address
must be spoken in the specific order:
street number, street, city, state, with a
minimum of city and state.

▷ “Find the next gas station”: This command
searches online for the next gas station
and provides a list of alternatives.* You can
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use this command with various other
searches.

Note: You can say “Help”, which leads
you to a general explanation of the voice

control system.◀

The system works best with windows and
moonroof closed.

For iPhone users, press and hold the voice
control button for about one second to activate
SIRI.
* This service requires an available internet
connection.
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Get going
Engine and Driving Modes
Effortless authority.
When you enter your vehicle nearly all systems
are available. This is a result of new vehicle
modes.
▷ Awake: Enter vehicle using the key fob.

Engine is not running but electronics are
on and nearly all functions are available.

▷ Ready: To start the engine, press the Start/
Stop button while keeping your foot on the
brake pedal. In this mode you are ready to
go.

▷ Asleep: Activated when vehicle is locked
from the outside with the engine turned off.
Locking switches off all electronic devices.

Note: Car will fall asleep when no action
is performed for several minutes but ve‐

hicle is still unlocked. However, an active
phone call prevents the system from shutting
down.◀

To engage gears:
▷ Depress the brake pedal.
▷ D (Drive): Press and hold the button on the

left to release the selector lever lock and
pull the lever toward you past the point of
resistance.

▷ R (Reverse): Press and hold the button on
the left to release the selector lever lock

and push lever forward past the point of re‐
sistance.

▷ N (Neutral): Depending on which gear you
are currently in, push or pull until you reach
the point of resistance, but not beyond.

▷ P (Park): Press the P button on the lever.

AUTO H (Hold) button: When activated, holds
the vehicle in place once coming to a full stop,
allowing you to remove your foot from the
brake. This is beneficial in stop-and-go traffic.
To drive off, use the throttle as usual. If acti‐
vated, an LED lights up in the button.

Note: Make sure vehicle is in Park before
exiting; otherwise, it may roll. Select Park

only when vehicle is stopped; this blocks the
drive wheels. See Owner’s Manual for all in‐
stances when Park is engaged automatically.◀

These driving modes change the performing
characteristics of your BMW:
▷ SPORT: Sporty response from the trans‐

mission, throttle, and steering wheel; stiffer
suspension for better performance when
cornering (if equipped); deactivates engine
Auto Start/Stop.

▷ COMFORT: Balanced settings for suspen‐
sion, transmission, throttle, and steering
wheel; balanced fuel efficiency.

▷ ECO PRO: Maximum fuel efficiency; re‐
duces energy consumption, e.g., regulates
climate control and seat heating; activates
Auto Start/Stop function; reduces energy
consumption, shift patterns, throttle re‐
sponse and activates coasting.

▷ ADAPTIVE (if equipped): Comfort-oriented
drive; tuning is automatically adjusted to
driving style and situation. If Navigation
system is activated, upcoming road condi‐
tions are also factored in.
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Note: The last Auto Start/Stop function
setting is stored and resumed at next

start. If ECO PRO mode is selected, Auto Start/
Stop will automatically engage.◀
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Additional information
BMW Driver’s Guide App

The Owner's Manual is available as an app.
Additional information on the Internet:
www.bmw.com/bmw_drivers_guide

BMW Genius
BMW Genius Everywhere.
A holistic approach to understanding your
BMW:
▷ Meet with a BMW Genius at one of our

many BMW Centers.
▷ Contact the BMW Genius Hotline at

+1-844-4GENIUS or at BMWGe‐
nius@BMWUSA.com.

▷ Install and use the BMW Genius App on
your smartphone.

▷ Install and use the BMW Driver's Guide
App for a virtual Owner's Manual.

▷ Go to YouTube.com/BMWUSA, scroll
down and select "BMW Genius How to
Videos and Owners Tips".

Vehicle Equipment
Standard, country-specific and optional equip‐
ment that is offered in the model series is de‐
scribed in this Quick Refernce. Therefore,
equipment is also described that is not availble
in a vehicle, e.g., because of the selected op‐
tional equipment or country variant. This also
applies for safety-related functions and sys‐
tems.
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