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rally bred, road ready The Subaru Impreza WRX STI draws motorsports technology directly from our expertise in the 
World Rally Championship (WRC) competition, and is designed to appeal to you, the serious driving enthusiast. Using know-how  
and technology gained through the fiercest of competition, WRX STI feeds its expertise directly into the cars that now carry its 
initials. Please use this Owner Reference Guide to become better acquainted with your WRX STI. We look forward to providing 
you with a satisfying owner experience.
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Illumination Brightness 
Control 
When the headlight switch is in the  or 
position, you can adjust the brightness of the 
instrument panel illumination for better visibility. 
To brighten, turn the control dial upward. To 
darken, turn the control dial downward.  

Headlight Beam Leveler
Your vehicle’s High-Intensity Discharge 
(HID) headlights generate more light than 
conventional halogen headlights. Therefore, a 
driver of an oncoming vehicle may experience 
too much glare when your headlight beam 
height adjustment is high because the vehicle 
is carrying a heavy load. The headlight beam 
leveler can be used to adjust beam height to 
avoid such a condition. To lower the beam, turn 
the knob to the higher numbers.  

Hood Release
To open your hood, pull the hood release lever 
located under the instrument panel.  

Light Controls
Daytime running lights 
are standard on your 
vehicle. A To turn on 
the headlights, turn the 
knob on the end of  
the turn signal lever. 
B Push the turn signal lever up to activate 
the right signal; push down for left signal. 
C To change headlights from low beam to 
high beam, push the lever forward. Pull the 
lever back to return to low beam. To flash the 

headlights, pull the lever toward you and then 
release it. D To turn on the front fog lights (if 
equipped) the headlights must be on, turn the 
front fog light switch to the position. Turn to 
OFF to disable the front fog lights.  

Low Fuel Warning Light
If this light appears, refuel promptly; your tank is 
nearly empty. Approximately 2.6 U.S. gallons of 
fuel remain. (Approximately 4.0 gallons of fuel 
in the fuel tank will cause the warning light to  
shut off.) When refueling your vehicle, be sure 
the fuel cap is retightened until it clicks three times.  

Check Engine Light 
If this light comes on and stays on, see your 
Subaru dealer as soon as possible. There may be 
a problem with your emission control system. 
NOTE: If you have recently refueled your vehicle, 
the “CHECK ENGINE” light may stay on due to 
a missing or loose fuel filler cap. (The cap should 
be tightened until it clicks three times.) Please 
refer to the “Warning and Indicator Lights” 
section in the “Instrument and Controls” 
chapter of your Owner’s Manual.  

REV Alarm System
The REV alarm system automatically issues a 
warning using the REV indicator light whenever 
the tachometer needle enters the red zone. 
The REV alarm level can be set manually to 
an engine speed of your choosing between 
2,000 and 7,000 rpm using the trip knob. 
The trip knob is also used to select a warning 
alarm buzzer in addition to the light. The REV 
alarm set level can be viewed in the odometer/
tripmeter by turning the ignition switch to the 

“LOCK” position after the vehicle has stopped 
and pressing the trip knob. Please refer to your 
Owner’s Manual for more detailed instructions 
on setting the engine speed alarm level and 
selecting the warning buzzer.  

Driver’s Control Center 
Differential Indicator Lights
In the event of a failure of the driver’s control 
center differential, all lights of the driver’s 
control center differential indicator will flash. 
Have the vehicle inspected by your authorized 
Subaru dealer.  

ABS Warning Light 
If the ABS (Anti-lock Brake System) light comes 
on and stays on after the vehicle speed exceeds 
approximately 8 mph, the ABS system may 
not be working properly. Have the ABS system 
repaired by your Subaru dealer at the first 
available opportunity. (The conventional brake 
system will continue to operate normally.)  

Cruise Control 
SET Push the “CRUISE” button located on the 
steering wheel. The “CRUISE” indicator light 
on the instrument panel will turn on. Press the 
accelerator pedal until your vehicle reaches the 
desired speed. Push the “SET/COAST” button 
and release. Ease off the accelerator pedal. Your 
vehicle will maintain the desired speed. 
TEMPORARY CANCEL There are four ways 
to temporarily cancel cruise control: depress the  
brake pedal; push the “CANCEL” button; press  
the clutch pedal (manual transmission); or shift  

the selector lever into the “N” position  
(automatic transmission).
RESUME Push the “RES/ACC” button.
SHUT OFF To quit cruise control, push the 
“CRUISE” button again, or, when the vehicle is 
stopped, turn the ignition switch to the “ACC” 
or “LOCK” position.
INCREASE SPEED Push the “RES/ACC” 
button, hold until your vehicle reaches the 
desired speed, and release. To increase speed 
using the accelerator pedal, press the pedal 
until you reach the desired speed. Push the 
“SET/COAST” button to set the speed. 
DECREASE SPEED Push the “SET/COAST” 
button, hold until your vehicle slows to the desired 
speed, and release. To decrease the speed using 
the brake pedal, press the pedal to release cruise 
control temporarily. When the speed decreases to 
the desired rate, push the “SET/COAST” button.  

Windshield Wipers
A To turn wipers 
on, press the wiper 
control lever down 
one level for 
intermittent, two 
levels for low, or 
three levels for high speed. Return the lever 
to the “OFF” position to stop wipers. B For a 
single wipe/mist, pull the lever toward you. C To 
spray washer fluid, press the washer button at 
the end of the wiper control lever. D If equipped 
with a rear wiper/washer, turn the knob on the 
end of the control lever forward to the “INT” or 
“ON” position. To spray washer fluid, turn the 
end of the lever backwards. 

11

2

3

4

1

8

9

10

5

6

7

Instrument panel

C

AB D

B

3

210427_10a_Impreza_WRX_STI_ORG_090209.indd   4 9/3/09   11:43 AM



Remote Keyless Entry

To Lock  All Doors Briefly press “LOCK/ARM.” An electronic chirp will sound one time, and 
the hazard lights will flash one time. If any of the other doors are not fully closed, an electronic 
chirp will sound five times and the hazard lights will flash five times to alert you that the doors 
are not properly closed. When you close the door, the system will automatically lock the vehicle. 

Unlock  Driver’s Door Briefly press “UNLOCK/DISARM.” An electronic chirp will sound 
two times, the hazard lights will flash two times and the security system will be disarmed. To 
unlock all doors and rear gate, briefly press the “UNLOCK/DISARM” button a second time within 
five seconds. 

Unlock  Rear Gate Press the button to unlock the rear gate. 

Deactivate or Activate Electronic Chirp 1 Sit in the driver’s seat and shut all doors and the rear gate. 2 Hold down the 
“UNLOCK” side of the power door locking switch. 3 While holding down the “UNLOCK” side of the power door locking 
switch, pull the key out and re-insert it into the ignition switch at least six times within 10 seconds after Step 2. 4 Open and 
close the driver’s door once within 10 seconds. 5 The turn signal lights flash three times to indicate completion of the setting.

Vehicle Finder Function This function can help you find your vehicle when it is parked among many vehicles in a large 
parking lot, provided you are within 30 feet of the vehicle. Press the “LOCK” button three times within five seconds. The horn 
will sound one time and the hazard lights will flash three times.

Additional features

Limited Slip Differential
The Limited Slip Differential (LSD) provides optimum distribution of power according to the 
difference in revolution between the right and left rear wheels that may be caused by certain 
driving conditions, thereby improving driving stability on snow-covered, muddy or other slippery 
roads or during high speed driving. Due to the nature of this mechanical Limited Slip Differential, 
the rear differential gears may make a vibration and/or noise when making turns. When 
servicing the LSD, use only specified gear oil.

Brembo Brake System
The Brembo brake system is a performance braking system; therefore, you may hear 
brake noise in some cases.

Tires
The factory-fitted 18-inch directional tires on your WRX STI are summer tires. 
Summer tires are high-speed capability tires best suited for highway driving under 
dry conditions. Summer tires are inadequate for driving on slippery roads such as on 
snow-covered or icy roads. If you drive your vehicle on snow-covered or icy roads, we 
strongly recommend the use of winter (snow) tires for all four wheels. Please note that 
these originally equipped summer tires offer advanced grip performance and will wear 
out quicker than ordinary tires. 

6-Speed Manual Transmission
This manual transmission is a fully synchromeshed 6 - forward and 1 - reverse speed 
transmission. Before you can shift into reverse gear, you must raise the slider ring 
and hold it in that position. Only pull the slider ring up when shifting into reverse gear.
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Remote Keyless Entry

To Lock  All Doors Briefly press “LOCK/ARM.” An electronic chirp will sound one time, and 
the hazard lights will flash one time. If any of the other doors are not fully closed, an electronic 
chirp will sound five times and the hazard lights will flash five times to alert you that the doors 
are not properly closed. When you close the door, the system will automatically lock the vehicle. 

Unlock  Driver’s Door Briefly press “UNLOCK/DISARM.” An electronic chirp will sound 
two times, the hazard lights will flash two times and the security system will be disarmed. To 
unlock all doors and rear gate, briefly press the “UNLOCK/DISARM” button a second time within 
five seconds. 

Unlock  Rear Gate Press the button to unlock the rear gate. 

Deactivate or Activate Electronic Chirp 1 Sit in the driver’s seat and shut all doors and the rear gate. 2 Hold down the 
“UNLOCK” side of the power door locking switch. 3 While holding down the “UNLOCK” side of the power door locking 
switch, pull the key out and re-insert it into the ignition switch at least six times within 10 seconds after Step 2. 4 Open and 
close the driver’s door once within 10 seconds. 5 The turn signal lights flash three times to indicate completion of the setting.

Vehicle Finder Function This function can help you find your vehicle when it is parked among many vehicles in a large 
parking lot, provided you are within 30 feet of the vehicle. Press the “LOCK” button three times within five seconds. The horn 
will sound one time and the hazard lights will flash three times.

Additional features

Front Fender Vents
The front fender has functional side vents that increase air flow through the 
engine compartment. This provides additional cooling for the intercooler  
and engine.

Front Hood and Hood Scoop
Due to the lightweight material, a slight vibration is normal at higher speeds 
and will not affect the durability of the hood. To avoid deforming the front 
hood when closing, do not press down on the hood with your hands. You 
can release your hold on the front hood approximately 12 inches above the 
closing position and its weight should cause it to close securely.

Driving Performance
Because your WRX STI is a performance machine above all else, the driving 
performance of your WRX STI has been prioritized above driving comfort, which 
can sometimes result in a higher NVH level (noise, vibration and harshness) under 
certain circumstances. 

Recommended Fuel
The WRX STI 2.5 liter turbo engine is designed to operate using 
super-premium unleaded gasoline with an octane rating of 93 AKI or higher. 
If super-premium unleaded gasoline with an octane rating of 93 AKI or 
higher is not available, premium unleaded gasoline with an octane rating of 
91 AKI or higher can be used. Do not use unleaded gasoline with an octane 
rating lower than 91 AKI. For optimum engine performance and drivability, it 
is recommended that you use super-premium grade unleaded gasoline with 
an octane rating of 93 AKI or higher. Use only unleaded fuel. Even a small 

amount of leaded fuel will damage the catalytic converter. When refueling, do not add (or allow the gas 
station attendant to add) more fuel after the fuel filler gun has automatically stopped.

Driver Control Center Differential (DCCD)
This system adjusts the torque-distribution ratio between the front and rear 
wheels of the center differential to suit driving and road surface conditions. 
The DCCD can be operated automatically or manually. When the system 
is in the automatic mode, the “AUTO” indicator light in the combination 
meter comes on. The DCCD can be taken out of “AUTO” mode and used 
manually by pressing the “AUTO MANU” switch located on the center 
console. Use the DCCD control switch located beside the parking brake lever 
for manual operation. Pressing the “AUTO MANU” switch again will return 

the system to “AUTO” mode. When using the system manually, if the control switch is set closer to or at the 
“Lock” position, the powertrain may make a vibration or noise when the vehicle is in tight turns at slow 
speeds (torque binding). In addition, if the rear differential oil exceeds a certain temperature, the DCCD will 
automatically cancel the current torque-distribution ratio setting and adopts its minimum ratio.
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Subaru accessories

Body Side Moldings
Color-matched moldings help protect the vehicle’s doors from parking lot dings 
while attractively blending with the lines of the car.

Auto-Dimming Mirror with Compass  
and HomeLink®

Mirror darkens when headlights are detected from behind the vehicle. Includes 
electronic compass and three integrated HomeLink buttons which can be 
programmed to operate most garage door openers and other HomeLink  
compatible devices.

Fog Light Kit
Casts a low and wide beam of light to enhance vision in inclement weather.

Exhaust Finisher
Aluminum trim pieces add a serious performance look to the rear of WRX STI.

Rear Cargo Tray
Helps protect cargo area from dirt and spills. Can be easily removed and rinsed clean. 

Media Hub
Play music through the vehicle’s stereo system from your iPod or USB mass storage device and 
control it using the radio and steering wheel buttons. 
*User experience varies by music storage device. Not all devices are compatible.   
Details at subaru.com/mediahub.

Personalize Your WRX STI
Subaru offers a full line of accessories designed to enhance the appearance, performance and enjoyment  
of your WRX STI – everything from a sport mesh grille to a short-throw shifter. To learn about the full line of 
WRX STI accessories currently available for your vehicle, contact your dealer or browse accessories online at 
www.subaru.com.

6
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Subaru accessories

Roof Carrier Bars
New design can be installed or removed in minutes. Fits both 4 and 5-door models 
and is compatible with most Genuine Subaru roof carriers and attachments.

*Consult vehicle owner’s manual for total roof load limit.

SPT Performance Exhaust System
These exhaust systems feature full stainless steel construction with smooth 
mandrel bends for low restriction and that famous boxer engine sound.

Footwell Illumination
Casts a groovy blue glow onto the front floor area. Also available in red.

Sport Mesh Grille
Bold metal mesh design grille comes pre-painted and ready to install. 
Available with or without STI logo.

BluetoothTM

BluetoothTM wireless technology combined with advanced voice recognition 
software allows you to make and receive calls, store phonebook information, 
and recognize up to seven different cell phones.

*Some phones may not be compatible. Details at subaru.com/bluetooth.

Short Throw Shifter
Significantly reduces shift throw lengths for crisper shifts and sportier driving 
feel. Available for both 5 M/T and 6 M/T transmissions.
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Hours of Listening At Your Fingertips Your 2010 WRX STI is equipped with a 
standard AM/FM stereo with 6-disc in-dash CD-Changer, Auxiliary Audio Jack and MP3/WMA capability.
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to use your  
Radio FUNCTIONs

Power/Volume/Brightness   
Push the dial to turn the radio ON or OFF. 
Turn the dial counterclockwise to decrease 
volume and clockwise to increase volume. The 
brightness of the radio display dims when the 
light switch is in the or position. If this makes 
the display difficult to read, press the volume 
dial for more than 2 seconds to return display  
to original brightness.

FM/AM
Push the “FM/AM” button to select FM1, FM2, 
FM3 or AM reception. 

Sound/Tune Control Dial
Each brief press of the “SOUND” control  
dial changes BASS, MIDDLE, TREBLE, FADER or 
BALANCE. Once the desired mode is selected, 
turn the dial clockwise to increase BASS, 
MIDRANGE and TREBLE. Turning clockwise 
while in FADER mode will increase front speaker 
volume and decrease rear speaker volume. 
While in BALANCE mode, turning clockwise  
will increase right speaker volume and decrease 
left speaker volume. Turning counterclockwise 
while in desired mode will decrease  
BASS, MIDRANGE and TREBLE. Turning  
counterclockwise while in FADER mode will 
increase rear speaker volume and decrease 
front speaker volume. While in BALANCE mode, 
turning dial counterclockwise will increase left 
speaker volume and decrease right speaker 
volume. For manual tuning, turn the “SOUND/
TUNE” control dial clockwise to increase 
frequency and turn the dial counterclockwise 
to decrease it.

Presets
You can save up to six favorite stations for 
each band – FM1, FM2, FM3 and AM. Select a 
frequency and station. Press one of the preset 
buttons for at least 1.5 seconds to store it.  
After setting your presets, you can get 
a favorite station easily by pressing the 
desired preset button.

Scan
Press the “SCAN” button to begin previewing 
the first 5 seconds of next highest frequency 
upward through the band. Press “SCAN” again 
to stop scanning and select a station you enjoy.

Seek 
Press the right arrow to increase the tuning 
frequency. Press the left arrow to decrease the 
tuning frequency. 

SAT (if equipped)
Press the “SAT” button to select the satellite 
radio mode. See Owner’s Manual for  
detailed information.

CAT 
Press the “CAT” button for more than 2 
seconds to turn category mode on. Radio 
operations (channel selection and channel scan) 
are performed only in selected category. 

To Use Your six-disc 
CD changer

Load
Press the “LOAD” button. After the DISC 
indicator begins to blink, “IN” will appear 
on the display. You have 15 seconds to insert 
your disc. Insert the disc slowly and it will 
automatically be drawn in and playback will 
begin. Repeat these steps to insert up to six 
discs. To load the entire magazine, press the 
“LOAD” button for more than 2 seconds. The 
disc number indicator associated with the idle 
position will blink. You have 15 seconds to load 
the first disc. Once that’s completed, the next 
disc indicator will blink. When the magazine 
is full, playback begins with the disc that was 
inserted first.

Track Selection
Briefly press the “^” button to skip to the 
beginning of the next track. Each time this 
button is pressed, the indicated track number 
will increase. Briefly press the “

^

” button to 
skip to the beginning of the current track. Each 
time this button is pressed, the indicated track 
number will decrease.
 

Disc Selection Buttons 
Press the “CD/AUX” button to turn on the 
CD. Select and press one of the desired disc 
selection buttons to hear the selected CD. Press 
the “CD/AUX” button to select the AUX mode 
(when the AUX unit is connected to the AUX 
terminal). The AUX terminal is located in the 
center console. 

Text 
Press the “TEXT” button for more than 2 
seconds for song or track information. You  
will see 12 scrolling characters at a time.

Repeat/Random 
Briefly press the “RPT” button and release 
while a song is playing to play the song 
repeatedly. To cancel the repeat mode, press 
the button again. Press the “RDM” button 
and hold it for more than 2 seconds while disc 
is being played. The RDM indicator will come 
on and all songs on the disc will be played in 
random order. To cancel the random mode, 
press the “RDM” button again. 

Eject CD 
Press the disc select button of the disc you  
wish to eject. Press the  to remove the disc. 
To eject all discs from the magazine, press  
and hold the  button for more than 2 
seconds. Remove each disc as it is ejected  
from the changer.
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Maintain Comfort in any Condition For hot, cold and everything in 
between. The Subaru climate control system allows you to maintain comfort in any condition.  
With the automatic climate control system, the “AUTO” feature automatically controls air 
temperature, fan speed and distribution of air flow at the touch of a button.
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AUTOMATIC CLIMATE 
CONTROL 
When the climate control system is set to AUTO, 
the outlet air temperature, fan speed, air flow 
distribution, air inlet control and air conditioner 
compressor operation are all automatically 
controlled to maintain a constant, comfortable 
temperature inside the vehicle. The automatic 
climate control system utilizes several delicate 
sensors. If damaged, the system may not be 
able to control the interior temperature correctly. 
Do not subject the sensors to impact, keep 
water away from them and do not cover them.

Fan Speed Control Dial
Turn the dial to AUTO (recommended setting) 
to automatically adjust the fan speed in 
accordance with the air temperature inside and 
outside the vehicle. Turn the dial past AUTO to 
select the desired fan speed. Turn the dial to the 
OFF position to turn the fan off. 

Air Inlet Selection Button
Select this function for fast cooling with the air 
conditioner or when driving on a dusty road. 
Press the button to turn ON the air inlet and 
recirculate air inside the vehicle. The indicator 
light illuminates. When the interior has cooled 
to a comfortable temperature or the road is 
no longer dusty, press the button again to turn 
OFF the air inlet and allow outside air to flow 
into the vehicle. Press and hold the air inlet 
button for at least 1 second to set to AUTO 
mode (recommended setting). The indicator 
light will flash twice and the air inlet control 
will adjust automatically in accordance with the 
air temperature inside and outside the vehicle. 
Press the button again to cancel the AUTO 
mode. To prevent fogging, do not stay  
in the recirculated mode for any extended 
period of time. 

Air Flow Control Dial
This dial allows you to choose among six 
directions of air flow. Subaru recommends 
using the AUTO position, which adjusts the air 
flow automatically in accordance with the air 
temperature inside and outside the vehicle. The 
dial can also be set to distribute air through the 
instrument panel outlets; the instrument panel 
outlets and foot outlets simultaneously; the foot 
outlets; the windshield defroster outlets and 
foot outlets simultaneously; or solely through 
the windshield defroster outlets. 

Rear Window  
Defogger Button
Press the rear window defogger button to clear 
the rear window of fog or frost. The indicator 
light will illuminate while activated. To turn 
the rear defogger off, press the button again. 
The rear defogger will shut off automatically 
after approximately 15 minutes. This button 
also operates the outside mirror defogger (if 
equipped) and the windshield wiper de-icer  
(if equipped).

Windshield Defrost/Defog
To clear the windshield and side windows 
of fog or frost, set the air flow control to the 
defrost position, turn the temperature control 
dial fully clockwise and set the fan speed 
control to the fastest speed. When the dial is set 
to the windshield defrost or simultaneous foot 
outlet and windshield defrost position, the air 
conditioner compressor operates automatically 
to defog the windshield quickly. At the same 
time, the air inlet selection is automatically set 
to outside air mode. 

Temperature Control Dial 
This dial is used to set the desired  
interior temperature. Turn the dial fully  
counterclockwise for maximum cooling 
performance. Turn fully clockwise for  
maximum heating. 

Air Conditioning Button 
Press and hold the A/C button for at least 1 
second to set the air conditioner to AUTO mode 
(recommended setting). The indicator light 
should flash twice. This mode adjusts the air 
conditioner compressor operation automatically 
in accordance with the air temperature inside 
and outside the vehicle. Press the button again 
to cancel the AUTO mode. If your windshield 
starts to fog when in AUTO mode, press A/C 
to defog and dehumidify. To operate the air 
conditioner manually, briefly press the A/C 
button. The indicator light will illuminate and 
the air conditioner will operate while the fan is 
running. Briefly press the A/C button again to 
shut the air conditioner off. 
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Engineered Like No Other Vehicle The WRX STI is powered by a turbocharged and intercooled 
2.5-liter DOHC boxer engine with Active Valve Control System (AVCS), variable valve timing, delivering 305 horsepower  
at 6000 RPM and 290 lb-ft. peak torque at 4000 RPM. Teamed exclusively to a short-throw, close ratio six-speed manual  
transmission, and our most integrated Full-Time All Wheel Drive system with a Driver Control Center Differential (DCCD),  
it enables you to bring as much of our World Rally Competition (WRC) spirit to the road as possible.
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Power Steering Fluid 
Reservoir   
Check your power steering fluid level monthly. 
The power steering fluid expands greatly as 
its temperature rises and the fluid level differs 
according to fluid temperature. Therefore, the 
reservoir tank has two different checking ranges 
for hot and cold fluid. Please refer to your 
Owner’s Manual for details.

Air Cleaner Element
This element filters intake air. Follow the 
maintenance guidelines in your “Warranty and 
Maintenance” booklet. When necessary, replace 
this element with a genuine Subaru air cleaner. 

Radiator Cap
If your engine overheats, safely pull off the road 
and stop your vehicle in a safe place. Never 
attempt to remove the radiator cap until the 
engine has been shut off and has fully cooled 
down. If steam is coming from the engine 
compartment, turn the engine off and move 
everyone away from the vehicle until it cools. 
Please refer to your Owner’s Manual for details.

Intercooler
The intercooler is positioned behind the 
throttle body to cool intake air and improve 
supercharging efficiency. (Intake air passing 
through the turbocharger gets very warm, 
which could result in lower supercharging 
efficiency.) To prevent damage to this important 
system, avoid placing tools and other objects on 
the intercooler.

Engine Oil Level Gauge
Check the engine oil level at each fuel stop. 
Pull out the dipstick, wipe it clean, and insert 
it again. Pull it out and check the oil level. If 
it’s below the lower level, add oil to bring the 
level up to the upper level. (Use only engine 
oil of the recommended grade and viscosity. 
Please refer to your Owner’s Manual for oil 
recommendations and other important details.)

Engine Coolant Reservoir 
Check your coolant level at each fuel stop. 
Observe the coolant level on the outside of the 
reservoir while the engine is cool. If the level 
is close to – or lower than – the “LOW” level 
mark, add coolant to the “FULL” level mark. If 
the reserve tank is empty, remove the radiator 
cap and refill as required. Please refer to your 
Owner’s Manual for details. 

Engine Oil Filler Cap
Change your oil according to the maintenance 
schedule in your “Warranty and Maintenance 
Booklet.” Your engine oil must be changed 
more frequently when you drive on dusty roads, 
frequently make short trips, or when you drive in 
extremely cold weather.

Brake Fluid Reservoir 
Check your brake fluid level monthly. Observe 
the fluid level on the outside of the reservoir. If 
the level is below the “MIN” level mark, add 
the recommended brake fluid (FMVSS No. 116, 
fresh DOT 3 or 4 brake fluid) to the “MAX”  
level mark. Use only brake fluid from a  
sealed container.

Battery
When your vehicle does not start due to a 
battery that has run down, the vehicle may 
be jump-started by connecting your battery 
to another battery with jumper cables. Jump-
starting is dangerous if done incorrectly. Please 
refer to your Owner’s Manual for instructions. 
If you’re unsure about how to jump-start your 
vehicle, please consult a competent mechanic.

Windshield Washer Tank
It’s a good idea to check your washer fluid 
every time you stop for fuel. If the level is low, 
fill the windshield washer tank to the neck of 
the reservoir with windshield washer fluid. In 
cold weather, use a freeze resistant windshield 
washer fluid.

Main Fuse Box 
Your WRX STI has two fuse boxes. One is 
located under the instrument panel, behind  
the fuse box cover on the driver’s seat side. The 
other is housed in your engine compartment, 
as shown here. Fuses are designed to melt 
during an overload situation in order to prevent 
damage to the wiring harness and electrical 
equipment. If any lights, accessories or electrical 
controls fail to operate properly, inspect the 
corresponding fuse. If it has blown, replace 
it in accordance with the instructions in your 
Owner’s Manual. The fuse puller and spare 
fuses are located in the main fuse box in the 
engine compartment.
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Safety features

Child Safety Locks
The locks are located on the rear inside edge of the rear doors. While the lever is in the 
locked position, the rear doors of the vehicle cannot be opened from the inside. 

Towing Your All-Wheel Drive Vehicle
Since All-Wheel Drive (AWD) distributes engine power to all four wheels, improper 
towing will severely damage your AWD system. DO NOT have your AWD vehicle 
towed with just two wheels on the ground (front or rear). A flatbed truck is the 
best way to properly transport your AWD vehicle. Your AWD vehicle with a manual 
transmission may also be towed with all four wheels on the ground. (Please refer to 
your Owner’s Manual for important information on towing with all four wheels on 
the ground.)

Seatbelts
To fasten your seatbelt: Adjust your seatback to the upright position and position yourself an 
appropriate distance from the steering wheel in order to fully maintain vehicle control. Sit well 
back in the seat. Insert the tongue plate into the buckle until you hear a click. The shoulder belt 
anchor height should be adjusted to the position best suited for your comfort. To unfasten your 
seatbelt: Push the button on the buckle. Seatbelts must be worn at all times.

Passenger Frontal Airbag ON and OFF Indicators
These indicators, located next to the clock, show the status of the front seat passenger SRS 
frontal air bag. If the air bag is enabled, the frontal air bag ON indicator light will illuminate. If 
the air bag is disabled (not activated to deploy in an accident), the OFF indicator will illuminate. 
Please refer to your Owner’s Manual for complete details.

Child Restraint System
For maximum safety, first carefully read and follow the instructions from the device 
manufacturer to correctly install the device inside your vehicle, using the appropriate 
seatbelts or anchorages provided in your vehicle. Please refer to your Owner’s Manual 
for the proper installation instructions. Children ages 12 and under must properly 
occupy the rear seat at all times. 

14
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Sales and service

Sales Contact 
If you have any questions or need additional assistance  
regarding your new Subaru, please contact your Subaru  
Sales Representative.

contact

Sales Contact
Service Contact

Service Contact 
To make a service appointment, please contact your Subaru 
Service Representative.

15
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