
At a glance. The new iDrive.
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Content
iDrive in brief.

Welcome on board

Your BMW with the new iDrive offers you 

an array of functions which make driving an 

experience.

This quick reference guide will serve as an 

overview. They contain only the most impor-

tant functions so that you will understand the 

new iDrive in no time.

For your own safety and the safety of others, 

please read the entire owner's manual.

BMW hopes you will enjoy your new BMW 

and the new iDrive.

* Country-specific equipment and optional  

accessories
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4 iDrive
Controller

Controller with buttons
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CD/Multimedia

Telephone
Navigation
Contacts
BMW Assist
Vehicle Info
Settings

Main menu
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GONG96.3

Manual
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100.0 MHz

101.3 MHz

FM

Radio

FM

AM

Satellite radio

Presets

Tone

5iDrive
Controller

Turn the controller until the desired menu 

item is highlighted.

After selecting a menu item, e.g. "Radio", a 

new panel will be displayed. 

Panels can overlap. 

Move the controller either to the left or the 

right. The panel changes.

Highlight the 

menu item

Opening a 

menu item

Changing 

between panels

Press the controller.
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6 iDrive
Buttons on the controller

Press the BACK button.

Open the display which was shown last on the 

Control Display.

Buttons on the controller

Press the OPTION button.

The OPTION menu consists of various  

settings: Screen setting, e.g. "Split screen 

content". This display remains the same.  

Operating options for the selected main menu, 

e.g. for "Radio".  

Other operating options, if desired, for the 

selected menu e.g. "Store station".

Call up  

the last display

Opening the  

"Options" menu

Opening the  

menus
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7iDrive
Programmable memory keys
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Radio
CD/Multimedia

Telephone
Navigation
Contacts
BMW Assist
Vehicle Info
Settings

Navigation 5  1 2 3 4

3 4 5 6 7 8

iDrive
Programmable memory keys

Executing a function

Press the button. 

The function is executed immediately. This 

means, for example, that the number is dialed 

when a phone number is selected.

Displaying memory key assignments

Briefl y touch the button. 

The key assignment is displayed at the top 

edge of the screen.

Displaying detailed information: Press the 

button for an extended period.

iDrive functions can be stored on the program-

mable memory keys and called up directly, e.g. 

radio stations, navigation destinations, phone 

numbers or frequently used menus.

Storing functions

1.  Highlight the function via the iDrive.

2.  Press the desired key for longer than two 

seconds.
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Radio
CD/Multimedia

Telephone
Navigation
Contacts
BMW Assist
Vehicle Info
Settings

Main menu Radio

FM

AM

Satellite radio

Presets

Tone

Split screen

Switch off display

Options

Split screen

Additional information can be displayed on the 

right side of the split screen, e.g. information 

from the computer. 

The option of which information to display can 

be selected.

Switching the split screen on/off

1.  Call up "Options".

2.  "Split screen"

The split screen is activated and the informa-

tion remains displayed, even if another menu is 

selected.

9iDrive
Split screen / voice activation system*

Voice activation system*

The voice activation system allows you to oper-

ate certain features via a spoken command.

Most text, which is displayed on the Control 

Display, may be voice activated.

Example: calling up the FM waveband 

1. Press the  button on the steering wheel.

2.  Say >Radio<.

Having the possible commands 

read aloud

1.  Press the button on the steering wheel.

2.  Say >Voice commands<.

Tip

 You may also use a so-called short com-

mand to call up the function directly, e.g. 

"Radio on", "Perspective map", "Redial". 

To give those commands, speak without 

hesitation, loudly and clearly. Avoid back-

ground noises such as open windows.

3. Say >FM<.

The list of available radio stations is displayed.

Tip

You may also store the split screen on one 

of the programmable memory keys.
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10 Navigation*
Destination entry / Points of interest / Map display
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DEUTSCHLAND

Town/City/Zip Code

Street

House number

Intersection

Start guidance

Route preference

Enter address

Enter address

Navigation

Address book

Last destinations

Points of Interest

Map

Route information

Traffic Info

MÜNCHEN (STADT)

MÜNCHEN, BAD BERKA

MÜNCHEN, GEMFR. GEBIET

MÜNCHEN, HIRSCHBACH

MÜNCHEN, HUTTHURM

MÜNCHEN;GARCHING BEI

MÜNCHEN, UEBIGAU-WAHR...

Navigation

11Navigation*
Entering the address

5.  Move controller to the right and select 

town/city from the list.

6.  Enter a street and intersection as you 

would the town/city.

7.  Select the house number or intersection, 

if necessary.

8.  "Start guidance"

Enter a destination

1.  "Navigation"

2.  "Enter address"

3.  Select "Town/City/Zip Code " or the 

displayed town/city.

4.  Select the letters individually. The list 

gradually grows smaller each time you enter 

a new letter.
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Search dest.

Across all categories

Several category details

Start search

Name, A-Z search

Points of Interest

? At dest.

50 m N 

12 Navigation*
Points of interest / Map display

Map displays

Several types of maps may be displayed, 

e.g. perspective view in 3D.

1.  "Navigation"

2.  "Map"

3.  "Perspective view"

4.  Call up "Options".

5.  "Settings"

6.  "Perspective view in 3D"

Points of interest

Searching for specifi c destinations, e.g. points 

of interest, hotels, gas stations. 

1.  "Navigation"

2.  "Points of interest"

3.  Specify "Search destination" and 

"Category".

4.  "Start search"

A list of successful hits is displayed.

Adjusting the map zoom

1.  If necessary, move the controller to the 

right to change the map display.

2.  Turn the controller.
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13Entertainment
Music in the vehicle
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Volume settings
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LOGIC 7

14 Entertainment
Tone / Radio station

Selecting a radio station

1.  "Radio"

2.  "FM"

Tip

You may store your favorite radio station 

with one of the programmable memory 

keys 1 - 8. Use the iDrive to select the radio 

station and hold the desired memory key 

down for several seconds.

3.  Select the desired station.Tone control

1.  "Radio" or "CD/Multimedia"

2.  "Tone"

3.  Select the desired tone setting.

4.  To adjust: Turn the controller.

5.  Acknowledge: Press the controller.
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Best off

CD-Rom

Brothers in arms

Reload

Beautiful

Black Market Music

Mezzanine

CD/DVD

3

4

5

6

1

2

Unknown artist

00:28 01/14

Unknown album

Track 01

Track 02

Track 03

Store in vehicle

Audio CD

15Entertainment
Storing music

Tip

You can switch to other audio sources, 

except for the CD/DVD player, without 

interrupting the storage process. Tracks 

from the current CD that have already 

been stored can be called up.

Storing music

CDs and DVD music titles may be stored in a 

music collection in the vehicle.

1.  Insert the CD into the CD/DVD player.

2.  "CD/DVD"

3. Select the          symbol for the 

 CD/DVD player.

4. "Store in vehicle"

The music collection is displayed. 

The titles are stored and played in sequence 

from the music collection.

Observe the following during the storage 

process: 

Do not switch to the CD/DVD player and do not 

remove the CD from the CD/DVD player, as this 

will interrupt the storage process. 

Tip

You can only store CDs/DVDs from the 

CD/DVD player.

Additional information about how to store 

compressed audio fi les from CDs or 

USB media can be found in the owner's 

manual.
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Delete music collection

Free memory

Switch off display

Random

Music import/export

CD/Multimedia

Music collection

Options

Import music (USB)

Backup music on USB device

Music collection management

Restore music from USB

Import/export (USB)

16 Entertainment
Music collection

Tip

Remember to backup all your data on a 

regular basis.

The music collection is stored and 

encrypted in the vehicle and can only be 

replayed inside the vehicle.

7.  "Backup music on USB device"Backing up the music collection

The entire music collection can be stored 

on a USB medium. 

Make sure there is enough free memory 

capacity on the USB device. Depending on 

the number of tracks, backing up the music 

collection may take several hours. Therefore, 

it is best to perform the backup during a 

long trip.

1. Start the engine.

2.  Connect the USB device to the USB inter-

face in the glove compartment.

3.  "CD/Multimedia"

4.  "Music collection"

5.  Call up "Options".

6.  "Music import/export"
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CD/Multimedia

CD/DVD

Music collection

AUX (front)

Tone

JUKEBOX

Not active

External devices USB audio: JUKEBOX

Genre ?

All artists

All composers

All albums

Start play

All tracks

Browse directory

All genres( )

17Entertainment
External audio devices

The external audio devices are connected 

to the USB audio interface inside the 

center armrest. Please observe special 

features when connecting the external 

devices, refer to owner's manual.

Tip

USB audio interface*

The sound output is heard over the vehicle's 

loudspeakers, operation via the iDrive.

Starting audio playback

1.  "CD/Multimedia"

2.  "External devices"

3. Select the  symbol.

The playback starts with the fi rst title.

Aux-In

When connecting via the Aux-In, the sound 

output is heard over the vehicle's loudspeakers, 

however, the system is operated on the external 

audio device.

Starting audio playback

1.  Turn on the external audio device and 

start playback on the device.

2.  "CD/Multimedia"

3.  "AUX (front)"

Track search with USB audio interface*

1.  Select desired category, e.g. "Genre" or 

"Artist". All entries are displayed in a list.

2.  Call up A–Z search and enter the desired 

entry. Select the desired entry directly from 

the list.

3.  Select additional categories if desired.

4.  "Start play"
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18 Communication
Using the telephone inside the vehicle
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Telephone

Redial

Received calls

Dial number

Bluetooth

Active calls

Phone book

Bluetooth

Paired:

Connected: Handy 1

Handy 2

Handy 3

Add new phone

Please use phones
recommended by BMW.

5 6
7

8
9

0

OK

1

1
2

33
4

_

Tip

Please ask your BMW center which 

mobile phones with Bluetooth interface 

are supported by the mobile phone 

preparation package. You can obtain 

additional information on the Internet at: 

www.bmw.com/bluetooth

19Communication
Mobile phone pairing*

Pairing the mobile phone with the vehicle

1.  Switch on the ignition.

2.  Bluetooth on the vehicle and the mobile 

phone are activated.

3.  If necessary, adjust the mobile phone 

according to the Bluetooth presettings, 

e.g., connection not visible, neither with 

confi rmation nor on the mobile phone.

4.  Think of a 1 to 16 digit passkey in order to 

enter it later. The passkey is only required 

once for the pairing procedure.

5.  "Telephone"

6.  "Bluetooth"

7.  "Add new phone"

The vehicle's Bluetooth name will be 

displayed on the Control Display.

8.  Use the mobile phone to search for 

Bluetooth devices, check your mobile 

phone's operating instructions.

 The Bluetooth name of the vehicle also 

 appears on the mobile phone display.

9.  Select the Bluetooth name of the vehicle 

from the mobile phone.

 The mobile phone's display or the iDrive will  

 prompt you to enter the Bluetooth passkey.

10.  Enter the passkey on the mobile phone 

and via the iDrive.

 If pairing was successful, the mobile phone  

 appears on the mobile phone list.
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Phone book

Angi

BMW Service

Christoph

A-Z search

Dr. Tom

Mustermann

Office

5 6
7

8
9

+

*
#

0

1
2

33
4

08912345_

20 Communication
Using the phone*

You may also switch between calls and 

connect those calls to a telephone confer-

ence call, please refer to the owner's 

manual of your vehicle.

Tip

Dialing a number

1.  "Telephone"

2.  "Dial number"

3.  Select the digits individually.

4.   Select this symbol to establish the call.

Accepting a call

Press the button on the steering wheel.

Selecting from the phone book

1.  "Telephone"

2.  "Phone book"

3.  Select the desired entry.

ENUS_Kurzanleitung_iD4_080729.indd   21 07.08.2008   15:05:27 Uhr



21Communication
TeleServices*, BMW Assist*

BMW TeleServices*

BMW TeleServices supports the communica-

tion with the BMW center. TeleServices stores 

a message in your vehicle if and when mainte-

nance is due. This information will be provided 

to your BMW center prior to the service dead-

line.

BMW Assist*

Depending on the contract you have selected, 

BMW Assist is available to you with safety 

services and information on all aspects of your 

vehicle, e.g.:

Concierge*

1.  "BMW Assist"

2.  "Concierge service"

3.  "Start service"

A voice connection is established to the BMW

Concierge. Telephone numbers and addresses 

can be transmitted as messages.

Roadside Assistance*

1.  "BMW Assist"

2.  "Roadside Assistance"

3.  "Start service"

You may even prepare some services 

offered by BMW Assist in the comfort of 

your home and send it via the Internet to 

your vehicle.

BMW Assist

Concierge

Roadside Assistance

BMW Search

Internet

Customer Relations

Service Request

Data transfer

BMW Assist

Concierge

Roadside Assistance

BMW Search

Internet

Customer Relations

Service Request

Data transfer

To contact your BMW center automatically:

1.  "BMW Assist"

2.  "Service Request"

3.  "Start service"

Your BMW center will contact you. Tip
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22 Contacts*
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Contacts

New contact

My contacts

Contacts

New contact

My contacts

"Contacts" displays all entries entered in the 

vehicle and entries made from the mobile 

phone, as well as entries made from the BMW 

online address book.* The addresses can be 

used as destinations for navigation and the 

phone numbers can be dialed.

All contacts are listed in alphabetical order. 

A symbol indicates the storage location of 

the contacts:

Contact is stored in the vehicle. 

Contact from the mobile phone.

Contact from the BMW online 

address book.*

Via Contacts your addresses and tele-

phone numbers can be managed in one 

place. The navigation system and the 

telephone access these contacts.

23Contacts*

Tip

Displaying contacts

1.  "Contacts"

2.  "My contacts"
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